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Rhyacionia zozana (Lepidoptera: Tortricidae), Host of Hockeria 
tenuicornis (Hymenoptera: Chalcididae) in Oregon 
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Abstract.—A new parasite-host record of Hockeria tenuicornis (Girault) from 

Rhyacionia zozana (Kearfott), a pest of pines, is presented. This information 

represents the first host report and a new state record (Oregon) for Hockeria 

tenuicornis. 

Hockeria tenuicornis (Girault) is one of ten species of Hockeria Walker that occur 
in North America (Halstead, unpublished). This wasp, described by Girault, (1918) 

is known from Arizona, California, and Montana (Burks 1979). The hosts only three 
North American species of Hockeria have been recorded: larvae of Myrmeleon 
immaculatus DeGeer and Myrmeleon sp. (Neuroptera: Myrmeleontidae) for 
Hockeria eriensis (Wallace); pupae of Neodiprion excitans Rohwer and Neodiprion 
sp. (Hymenoptera: Diprionidae) for Hockeria unipunctatipennis (Girault); and 
Harrisina brillians Barnes and McDunnough (Lepidoptera: Zygaenidae) for 

Hockeria rubra (Ashmead) (Burks 1979). 
The genus Rhyacionia contains several species that are economically important 

pests of pines (Pinus spp.) in nurseries, ornamental plantings, and in natural and 
planted reforestation projects (Powell and Miller 1978). One such species, 

Rhyacionia zozana (Kearfott), attacks various species of pines {Pinus ponderosa, 
jeffreyi, contorta, edulis, monophylla, monticola, and flexilis) in the western United 

States (Stevens et al. 1980, Powell and Miller 1978). The parasites of Rhyacionia 
have been the subject of many studies (see Harman and Kulman 1973, Yates 1967). 

During studies on the parasite complex of Rhyacionia zozana, five female 

specimens of Hockeria tenuicornis were reared. One wasp was obtained from a 
collection of 729 third and fourth instars and the other four specimens from a 
collection of about 7,000 cocoons. All  wasps emerged from Rhyacionia zozana 
cocoons the spring after their collection. 

One voucher specimen (#001) of Hockeria tenuicornis is deposited in the United 
States Museum of Natural History, Washington, D.C. The rearing data are as 
follows: Cave Mountain, Klamath County, Oregon, exit Rhyacionia zozana on 
ponderosa pine, Pinus ponderosa, 18.V.85, Christine Niwa collector. 

These data represent two new records for Hockeria tenuicornis, a host in North 

America, and its occurrence in Oregon (new state record). 
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